78
where they mix up with cattle-dung and form rich manure.
The whole supply of cattle-dung is not used as manure.
It is a usual practice among almost all farmers whether
Kaliparaj or Ujaliparaj to use some portion of it as fuel.
A good number of the Kaliparaj earn a few rupees by
selling dung-cakes at Bulsar. Both these practices mean
that the soil is starved to the extent to which the quantity
of cattle-dung, the only manure an average farmer can
aiford to use, is diverted to non-agricultural purposes.
From our personal observation, we found that only a
few people know the true value of cattle-urine as a kind
of manure. Of those, who know that weight for weight
urine is a much richer manure than cattle-dung, few
have made attempts to conserve the whole of it available
during nights and non-working hours.
Cattle-dung is generally used as a manure only in pad-
dy and sugarcane fields. No manure is used in fields of
jarayat soil. Such fields are kept fallow at intervals and
only grass is allowed to grow. At different parts of the
year, goats, sheep and cattle are allowed to graze on
these plots. The excreta and the urine which they drop
are the only manure these fields get.
Occasionally, for preparing a field for sugarcane, sanbi
(jute-seed) is grown in June or July. When it becomes
mature by the end of August, the plants are puddled in
green. This use of green manure, as some of them said,
considerably improves the texture of the soil.
It is a frequent practice with many farmers to make
adar. This practice means that the dry leaves that have
dropped down from trees, dry plants and such other rub-
bish are collected, heaped in the midst of a field and set
on fire. The ash left behind supplies potash and enriches
the soil. This practice is usually followed while prepar-
ing a nursery for paddy or nagli plants.
Only half a dozen fanners use bones and fish as ma-
nure for mango-trees and chiku-plants. The use of cas-
tor-oil cakes as a manure for sugarcane is similarly limit-
ed. No artificial fertilisers are used in this village, though